Introduction
The Crabronidae is a large wasp family that presently contains 8773 described species from 242 genera and occurring on all continents excluding Antarctica (Aguiar et al., 2013) . The family is divided into 8 subfamilies while the genus Tachysphex Kohl, 1883 represents the subfamily Crabroninae and comprises 448 species described from all over the world (Pulawski, 2018) .
The first information concerning the presence of the genus Tachysphex in Azerbaijan is contained in Kohl (1892) , who described a new species. Further faunistic data appeared only much later (Pulawski, 1967 (Pulawski, , 1971 Krombein & Pulawski, 1994; Straka, 2005; Atbaei et al., 2015; Yıldırım et al., 2016) , but the Tachysphex fauna of Nakhchivan AR still remains very poorly known.
The present paper summarizes our knowledge of the genus in the republic, based both on original and literature records. Altogether, 11 species are concerned, representing five species groups. Data on the ecology and bionomics of five species recorded in Azerbaijan, of six species recorded in Nakhchivan AR for the first time are also given.
Material and methods
The material taken by the first author in 2003-2017 in various places in Nakhchivan AR serves as the basis for the present contribution, coupled with the collections housed in the Institute of Zoology, National Academy of Sciences Azerbaijan, Baku (IZA).
The study material reported below comes from all over the territory of Nakhchivan AR, mostly using a Malaise trap and several entomological nets set in montane or steppe landscapes. Altogether, over 40 specimens of Tachysphex were captured and examined. In order to establish or verify the species identities, the material was compared to specimens, including types, coming from various places within the Palearctic.
The taxonomy of Tachysphex is presented below following Bohart & Menke, (1976 ), Pulawski (2018 . Therefore, full information about synonymies is only given as regards the fauna of Azerbaijan. General distributions follow Pulawski (1971) , Krombein & Pulawski (1994) , Kazenas (2002) and Nemkov (2009) .
